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A-15  FOHEIGH  ITBYS  all  APPLES 


DISTHIBUTIOI?  OF  APPLES  THROUGH  MCHESTER. 


Manchester  has  a  population  of  730,000  within  its  city  limits  and 
is  in  the  center  of  a  great  industrial  area.    This  is  the  great  cotton 
manufacturing  district  of  England.    Something  over  9,000,000  people  live 
v/ithin  a  radius  of  50  miles  of  the  city. 

Being  connected  with  the  Mersey  River  by  35  miles  of  ship  canal, 
Manchester  has  tidavater  shipping  with  all  ports  of  the  world.     It  is  a 
popular  market  with  provincial  buyers  of  fruit  as  it  is  conveniently  located 
for  buyers  from  such  industrial  cities  as  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  Leeds  and 
Bradford,  enabling  thorn  to  attend  sales  personally  at  a  minimum  of  time  and 
expense. 

In  the  past  Manchester  has  been  prominent  in  the  sale  of  barreled 
apples,  esioecially  those  from  ITova  Scotia.     It  has  not  received  proportionate- 
ly heavy  supj)lios  of  boxed  apples.    As  a  receiver  of  Mediterranean  fruits  it 
ranks  about  equal  to  Glasgow. 

Facilities  for  Fruit  Distribution. 

Transportation  has  played  an  important  part  in*  Ifenchcster' s 
activities.    Good  direct  service  with  Canadian  ports  has  caused  receipts 
from  that  country  to  grow  rapidly.    Most  of  the  all-water  shipments  from 
Pacific  Coast  ports,  havever,  have  been  roshipped  from  Liverpool.    At  present 
Furness-Withy  and  Company  have  weekly  sailings  from  Montreal  and  fortnightly 
sailings  with  refrigerator  space  from  Pacific  Coast  loorts.    F.  Leyland  & 
CoL-ipany,  Ltd.,  have  regular  sailings  from  ITcv;  York. 

Manchester  has  excellent  dock  facilities.    Although  the  docks  are 
situated  far  enough  from  the  salesrooms  to  make  dock  inspection  inconvenient, 
Liverpool  and  Glasgow  are  no  better  off  in  that  respect.    The  Manchester  Ship 
Canal  Company  performs  the  labor  of  landing,  piling,  and  delivering;  the 
brokers,  the  overseeing,  sorting  and  delivery.    The  Commercial  Sale  Room,  in 
which  Manchester  arrivals  arc  sold  at  auction,  is  at  Doansgate,  in  a  central 
part  of  the  city,  but  a  mile  or  so  from  Smithfield  Market,  the  wholesale 
center. 

Auction  Methods  and  Brokers. 

Sales  are  made  from  sample  as  in  other  British  ports.    Three  firms 
of  auction  brokers  sell  for  stated  intervals  before  the  same  audience  of 
buyers  in  the  Comorcial  Sale  Room..    The  names  of  these  brokers  nay  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Foreign  Service,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.    Sales  are 
hold  regularly  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  thus  alternatirxg  with  Liverpool, 
whoso  sales  fall  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday.  . 
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Llanch ester's  nothods  of  dotGrmining  and  cataloguing  slack  barrels 
are  similar >^to  those  in  Liveri^ool.    The  sales  are  limited  to  nenbers  of  a 
buyer's  association,  the  brokers  having  a  great  deal  to  say  on  who  shall  be 
members  of  the  association.     In  this  respect  lianchoster  brokers  have  nore 
control  over  those  who  are  all 017 ed  to  buy  in  the  saleroom  than  is  the  case 
in  Liverpool o  ,% 

Costs  of  Sales  in  Ivlanchest er» 

The  usual  rate  of  coranission  is  5  per  cent.     Inclusive  handling 
charges  are  36^  (l/6d.  )  on  barrels  and  22^;^  (lid.)  on  boxes. 

Private  Treaty  Sales. 

Soiling  by  private  treaty  has  about  the  sane  relative  importance 
in  iilanchoster  as  it  has  in  Liverpool.    Tne  important  brokers  selling  by 
private  treaty  are  branch  houses  of  London  firms.    They  usually  liave  ware- 
houses in  the  vicinity  of  Smithfield  Iviarket,  a  commodious  covered  wholesale 
market  area,  and  here  tlx,^y  hold  their  fru.it,  allaving  customers  to  make 
inspections  and  negotiate  sales. 

Cold  Storage. 

The  city  is  v;ell  supplied  with  cold  storages.     One  firm  has  made 
a  special  bid  for  fruit  business,  but  as  yet  has  not  handled  large  quanti- 
ties.    Its  v;arehouses  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  although  transfer  from 
ship  to  storage  is  necessary  and  is  done  by  insulated  vans.     Its  rates  are 
the  lowest  of  any  in  liurope,  being  6^    (2.9d.  )  per  box  for  28  days,  with  a 
weekly  charge  of  about  ljz(  {.63d.)  thereafter  and  about  1?/  {8.3d.)  per 
barrel  for  28  days  and  a  weolcLy  charge  of  4jz(  (2d.)  thereafter.    The  greatest 
criticism  of  the  storage  is  to  be  found  in  its  high  ceilings.     In  using  the 
facilities  a  limit  should  bo  required  on  height  of  stacking.  Temperatures 
v/ould  be  kept  at  32°. 

.Demands  and  Competition. 

Very  little  difference  is  evident  between  I'lanchester  and  Liverpool 
in  this  respect.     Since  Llanchester  is  nearer  to  Birmingham  and  other  Midland 
markets  it  might  bo 'assumed  that  its  boxed  apples  should  run  to  sm^aller 
sizes.    Havever,  its  proximity  to  ITorth  of  England  buyers  would  indicate  a 
market  for  sizes  as  large  as  150,  with  a  large  proportion  163's  and  175's. 
Its  color  requirements  are  similar  to  those  of  Liverpool  with  a  growing 
preference  for  red  dessert  fruit  but  always  with  an  outlet  for  Albemarles, 
E&vto^vns  and  H.  I.  Greenings.     It  has  a  large  demand  for  low  priced  apples 
and  for  this  reason  the  York  Imperial  from  Virgiiiia  orchni-ds  finds  a  ready 
market.    American  aioples  have  to  compete  with  shipments        oranges  from 
Jaffa  and  Spain  during  the  winter  months. 
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Gonoral  Gonclusions« 

In  order  to  avoid  rohandline  it  is  a  very  wiso  practico  to  use 
ilanchostor  heavily  for  direct  sMpments  of  barreled  apples.     In  the  case  of 
boxed  apples  there  is  little  advantage  in  going  to  Manchester  since  as 
supplies  r.ro  noved  nearer  to  the  Midland  buyers  they  are  also  novod  farther 
away  from  the  Irish  and  Y/clsh  trade.    The  narkets  are  so  close  together  that 
they  reach  a  large  group  of  identical  buyers  and  can  be  looked  upon  practical- 
ly as  one  mrkot,  as  conditions  of  supply  and  demand  are  bound  to  be  similar 
in  each  market. 


Edwin  Smith, 
Specialist  in  Foreign  ilarketing. 


